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Abstract
The objectives of this research were to describe (1) the use of Aegisub
application in creating subtitles of short descriptive video (2) the strengths and
weaknesses of the use of Aegisub application. This research belongs to Classroom Action
Research (CAR) that applied in two cycles. The research was conducted at grade 10th
TAV EB of SMK Ma’arif 6 Ayah. The data analysis of this research used descriptive
qualitative. The researcher used five procedures of teaching and learning activity referred
to Indonesian’s Education Minister Decree in Suharyadi(2013) namely observing,
questioning, experimenting, associating, and communicating. The first step that students
do was installing the software. The second one was selecting and loading the video using
Aegisub. Then, trying to type and modify the text using features provided by Aegisub, in
this case, students create descriptive text about the topic. The last one was saving the
work into the current folder. The strengths of the use of Aegisub application was to
engage the students in a writing activity and gain the topic easily seen in the student
learning process. Meanwhile, the error system and automatic grammar correction become
the weaknesses of the application. In this research, the significance of technology was
needed to increase student’s motivation and creativity in the teaching-learning process,
especially in writing skills.
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INTRODUCTION
English is the international language which is used to communicate in various
countries including Indonesia. In this a developing country, English is required to
deal with some aspects such as the language used in the Internet, MOU, business
letter, and other legal written English. The education in Indonesia is consisting of
some levels such as Elementary School, Junior High School, Senior High School,
Vocational School, and University Level. The curriculums that teachers use will
always be improved. The curriculum which is applied by The Ministry of
Education at all levels is Curriculum 2013 (K-13) or the 2013 curriculum. K-13
has four value aspects there are knowledge, skill, attitude, and behavior. The
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learning process of curriculum 2013 uses a scientific approach which covers
observing, questioning, collecting data, associating, and the last is
communicating.
Based on a limited observation at a Vocational School in Central Java, with
English as a foreign language, the students are required to be able to communicate
in both spoken and written language. Written language is one of language
products as well as a means of communication. However, the teaching-learning
process of writing skills in the school is insufficient. Sometimes, there are
students who still play mobile phone when the teaching-learning process runs.
The teaching process is still a conventional way (teacher-centered). Consequently,
students have low motivation to pay attention to the teaching-learning process.
They also look bored in joining the teaching-learning process.
Teaching writing such as descriptive text in vocational school should be in a
different way. Students have already surpassed the limits of education systems.
Teachers should collaborate on the teaching process with the digital in order to
enhance the learning process and sometimes, which is called teaching English in
the 21st century. The teachers should be able to combine teaching and technology
in an effective way. There is a media such as Aegisub application that can be used
by the teacher in the teaching-learning process.
The Aegisub application is really suitable to increase students' motivation in
writing skills. The use of Aegisub application in the teaching-learning process
helps the teacher to be an innovative teacher. The combination of video and
subtitling which used that application really motivates students' interest.
Combining the learning process with this application is the best option that
teachers may choose. Thereby, students feel more interesting and enjoyable in
learning English.
Therefore, the researcher focuses on one of Applications such as Aegisub.
The researcher believes that Aegisub can increase student's motivation in writing
skills such as gaining ideas, building vocabularies, and improving students'
grammar awareness. The research reveals how students use Aegisub to increasing
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their motivation in developing their writing skills. Thus, the researcher conducts a
study entitled: Increasing English Writing Skill Using Aegisub Application”.
LITERATURE REVIEW
Teaching English in the 21st Century
Rich (2010), defines 21st-century skills as “certain core competencies such as
collaboration, digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem-solving that
advocates believe schools need to teach to help students thrive in today's world”.
21st-century skills are the vital SS 21st-century skills that should be expanded into
instructional organization, such as 1) "learning and innovation skills" 2)
"information, media, and technology skills"; and 3) "life and career skills” (Farisi,
2016).
Quieng et al. (2015) argued that the essence of 21st-century skills is
equipping the individuals in the future to confront the problems of real-life
positions to maintain the advancement of the world and convert it into an
improved situation to be alive. They also added that the purpose of educating and
acquiring in the 21st century is to make students competent in “content
knowledge, specific abilities, literacy, numeracy, and technology uses” (p.72).
According to Pearson (2013), 21st-century skills come into three categories:
learning and innovation skills, information, media, and technology skills, as well
as life and career skills.
There are some themes in the instructional activities including global
awareness, financial, economic, business, official literacy, civic literacy, health
literacy and environmental literacy (Trilling & Fadel, 2009).
Curriculum 2013
The curriculum that is applied by The Ministry of Education in Indonesia is
curriculum 2013 (K-13). It is a curriculum that is substituted in 2006 (KTSP). K-
13 which has four value aspects there are knowledge, skill, attitude, and behavior.
The main purpose of this curriculum is to shape the individuals who are faithful in
God, good in characters, confident, successful in learning, responsible citizens and
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positive contributors to the civilization (Ministry of Education and Cultures,
2012).The Ministry of Education (2013) states that the 2013 curriculum can be
implemented successfully by using the scientific approach. A scientific Approach
is a new approach in English Language Teaching because the term "scientific" is
more familiar with natural science, social science, and management (Suharyadi,
2013)
Teaching English in Vocational School
In Robinson (1991), Teaching English in the vocational schools is included in
the area of ESP. It is expected then that English in vocational school in Indonesia
is also an ESP. Therefore English in vocational schools in Indonesia is discussed
under Teaching English as a Specific Purpose.According to Aritonang (2005),
SMK is an institution that prepares graduates for work. His statements are as
follows:SMK is an educational institution that prepares human resources at the
secondary level. To prepare graduates who are ready to work, particularly in the
globalization area, SMK learners need to be provided with sufficient English
proficiency to enable them to communicate in English even in the speaking
atmosphere. Therefore, the curriculum of English in SMK was tailored to meet the
need. The learners are able to use correct English in the right context.
Writing Skill
Brown (2004:218) argues that writing is a skill that is the exclusive domain of
scribes and scholars in educational or religious institutions. Almost every aspect
of everyday life for "common" people was carried out orally. Business
transactions, records, legal documents, political and military agreements – all are
written by specialists whose vacation it was to render language into the written
word.
Writing is one of the language skills which have to be mastered by language
learners. In the teaching of writing the teacher can focus on the product or writing
process itself. Brown (2001: 335) describes written products as "the result of
thinking, drafting, and revising procedures that require specialized skills, skills
that not every speaker develops naturally." That statement indicates that writing is
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not a simple and instant process. Therefore, to create a good piece of work,
students must consider the procedure of writing itself. There are six steps of
creating written work such as drafting, structuring, reviewing, focusing,
generating ideas and evaluation (Harmer, 2001: 258). Non-creative forms of
writing, mostly in essay writing is called mode of writing.
The Use of Video in Language Learning
According to Harms (2001), There are many reasons why video can add a
special, extra dimension to the learning experience.
1. Seeing language –in–use: One of the main advantages of video is that
students do not just hear the language, but they also see it too. In this case,
students greatly aids the comprehension, since, for example, general meaning
and moods often conveyed through expression, gesture, and other visual
clues.
2. Cross-cultural awareness: Video uniquely allows students a look at situations
far beyond their classroom.
3. The power of creation: when students use video cameras themselves they are
given the potential to create something memorable and enjoyable.
4. Motivation: for all reasons mentioned, most students show an increased level
interest when they have a chance to see language in use as well as hear it, and
when this is coupled with interesting tasks.
A Brief Overview of Aegisub
Aegisub was originally created as a tool to make typesetting, particularly in
anime fansubs, a less painful experience. At the time of the start of the project,
many other programs that supported the Advanced Substation Alpha format
lacked (and in many cases, still lack; development on several competing programs
have been dropped for various reasons completely unrelated to Aegisub) many
vital functions, or were too buggy and/or unreliable to be really useful. Since then,
Aegisubhas grown into a fully-fledged, highly customizable subtitle editor. It
features a lot of convenient tools to help you with timing, typesetting, editing and
translating subtitles, as well as a powerful scripting environment called
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Automation (originally mostly intended for creating karaoke effects, Automation
can now be used much else, including creating macros and various other
convenient tools). http://docs.aegisub.org/manual/
Aegisub is one of the applications that can be used to improve students'
motivation in writing skills. Using this application, Students feel more interesting
in gaining ideas. Usually, students arrange and write the text on the paper as a
conventional method, through this way, students can apply their idea in subtitling
the video.
Procedure of How the Students Applied the Aegisub
The procedure that students used the application is stated as follows:
1. Placing the installed software and a video in one folder,
2. Double-clicking the Aegisub file to start with the software,
3. Opening the videos to the provided space in the software,
4. Selecting the videos to be loaded on the software,
5. Starting with the timing while loading the subtitles,
6. Keeping up with the subtitles in the target language,
7. Saving the video after completing the subtitles in the target language,
8. Saving the subtitled file with the same name as the video file’s name in the
same folder.
RESEARCH METHOD
This research was a classroom action study. Kemmis and McTaggart (1988)
cited in Burns (1999) state that action research occurs through a dynamic and
complementary process, which consists of four essential ‘moments’: of planning,
action, observation, and reflection. The subject of this research is the students
from Grade X of Technique Audio Video EB of one Vocational School in Central
Java. To collect the data, the researcher used qualitative that obtained by
observing the students' behavior and condition of the class and interviewing the
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English teacher. According to Miles and Huberman (1994), there are three steps
for analyzing data: Data reducing, Data display, Conclusion Drawing and
Verification.
FINDING AND DISCUSSION
1. The Use of Aegisub Application in Creating Subtitle of Short Descriptive
Text
In English language teaching, writing is one of the productive skills that
should be mastered by the students. Meanwhile, the students still had very low
motivation in learning English, especially in writing skill. The other problem
found by the researcher is they had a lack of vocabulary in creating English text.
Additionally, they also still confused about how they gained the idea of producing
the text.
In teaching English in the 21st century, the teacher is not only teaching as
transferring the knowledge, but the teacher should engage the students' attention
in order to make them interested in learning English. One of the ways is teaching
English using current technology. The students would feel interested in using
technology instead of a conventional way. Therefore, the researcher tried to use
Aegisub application in the teaching and learning process.
Increasing English writing skills using Aegisub application was conducted
based on the CAR that consists of four stages: planning, acting, observing, and
reflecting in every cycle. In the first stage, planning, the researcher prepared in
creating a lesson plan that would be implemented on Cycle 1. The researcher
chose descriptive text as the implementation. Actually, the Aegisub was able to
apply in many kinds of text. But on this occasion, the descriptive text is a text that
taught by the teacher in the first semester in grade X of TAV EB. In the action and
observation stage, the researcher tried applying five stages scientific approach of
curriculum 2013. They are observing, questioning, collecting data
(experimenting), associating, and communicating.
In the process of using Aegisub Application, students should be followed
every step correctly. Firstly, the students copied the software and the video related
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to the topic form the researcher. Then, the software and video were placed in one
folder. Secondly, the students installed the software and shared the video with
every computer that would be used. After the application was installed, then
double-clicking to the Aegisub to run the software. Thirdly, opening the video to
the provided space in the software, then select and load the video that would be
edited by clicking menu "video" that provided from the toolbar of the Aegisub.
After the video was ready, the students load the audio, by clicking the menu
"audio" then, chose option "open audio file form video”. Fourthly, the students
tried to combine the writing skill and Aegisub. In this case, students should be
learnt some important features of Aegisub such as the text box, the place to put
everything of writing product, start and end time to set the text when it is shown,
the line duration which used to know how long the text is shown, and the last is
style manager, that used to set everything of the size, color, margin, and style of
the letter. Fifthly, the students tried to create the descriptive text about Borobudur
Temple in cycle 1, and Pesona Bali in cycle 2. In this case, by looking at the
video, the students were able to gain the idea of creating the text, such as
observing the picture, view, people, things, and soon. Next, the students tried to
type everything in the text box, they tried to arrange the words into a good piece
of work. Then, in the last step, after the writing product has already finished, the
teacher asked the students to save the work by clicking the menu "File" then chose
the option "save the subtitles" in a selected folder. The use of Aegisub was applied
in both cycle 1 and Cycle 2.
After the action was implemented to the students in cycle 1. The process was
shown that the students were enthusiastic following the activity. It caused this
method in teaching writing using Aegisub application was something new for
them. In the last stage, it was reflecting, the result of writing process shown that
they did mistype some English words, students have not understood about
language features, and they have limited time to finish their works. So, in the
revised planning stage, the researcher prepared the treatment to apply in the next
cycle. The first treatment was a list of vocabularies related to the topic that
implemented in cycle 2. The topic was Pesnona Bali, in choosing the topic is free
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downloading in a youtube, there is no limited requirement since it was provided
on Youtube and have no subtitles. In the learning process, the students produce
better writing after did the steps on the writing process: planning, drafting,
revising, and editing.
In cycle 2, the researcher did the research as the revised planning that made
before, the stage was the same as the first cycle, the researcher added a little
treatment in order to solve the problem found in cycle 1. At the end of cycle 2, the
result of the cycle 2 was successful, the students have understood about the
language features of the descriptive text, by checking the students' result in using
simple present tense in creating Pesona Bali. Then, they also were more
enthusiastic about the learning process. The purpose of this analysis is to present
the result of the process during the research whether using the Agisub application
increased the students writing skills or not. It was discovered that increasing
English writing skills using the Aegisub application which was done in two cycles
brought the improvement on students' writing skills on descriptive text.
2. The Strengths and the Weaknesses Using Aegisub Application
Technology can be a tool in the teaching and learning process. In the teaching
English 21st century, the current application is needed to increase the process of
teaching and learning. One of the applications was Aegisub. In teaching English
using Aegisub application, the researcher found some strengths and weaknesses of
the research. The strengths are students' participation and ideas. In the first
strength, the application could make the students more interested, they felt more
challenged by creating descriptive text in the computer through Aegisub
application instead of on the blank paper as a conventional way. In the second
strength, when students learnEnglish in writing descriptive text, the students
should have the video that would be edited in the learning process. By seeing the
video, students could find ideas that they looked at everything in the video, such
as, things, people, place, etc. In this case, students were able to be easy to arrange
and create the text by using related vocabularies to the topic.
However, Learning English using Aegisub application also has some
weaknesses. The first weakness is an error system. As the user of the current
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application, the researcher could not repair if the error occurred on the application,
the thing that researcher or students can do, is they should have a flash disk, then
saving the file in periodically. Thus, student's files would be safe from any risks.
The second weakness is the automatic grammar correction. In this case, the
students had mistyping when wrote the English text. It caused the application did
not have a feature of automatic grammar correction. So the mistyping was easy to
happen in the writing process.
CONCLUSION
Based on stages that researcher did in the study, it could be concluded that
teaching-learning English using Aegisub application was needed to increase
students ability in writing skill.In the process of using Aegisub Application,
students should follow the some steps.The use of Aegisub application was applied
in the some stage. The first step that students do is installing the software. The
second one is selecting and loading the video using Aegisub. Then, trying to type
and modify the text using features that provided by Aegisub, in this case, students
create descriptive text about Borobudur Temple in cycle 1, and Pesona Bali in
cycle 2. In creating the descriptive text, students paid attention in four stages such
as planning, drafting, revising, and editing. In the beginning stage, the students
identify the social functian and genric structure of the descriptive text provided.
Then, they tried to create some sentences using simple present tense. in the end of
the stage, students create a simple descriptive text based on the topic provided. In
this case, students gained the topic related to the video. The researcher used
Aegisub application in the teaching-learning process to increase students’
motivation in learning English. And the result was good, they are more interested
and enthusiastic.
Meanwhile, the strengths of increasing English writing skills using the
Aegisub application stated in the findings, the researcher concluded that there
were two strengths in this study, the first strength is student’s participation, it
meant that using Aegisub application was really interested. The second one is
student’s ideas, as stated before, the Aegisub application is a tool to give subtitles
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at the video. However, the weaknesses were also found by the researcher during
the teaching-learning process. Those were an error system and the automatic
grammar correction. In the first weakness, the student has lost their work because
the application suddenly closed. Unfortunately, the students did save the files yet.
Beside, in the second one.The application is not supported by the automatic
grammar correction. It made students had mistyping in writing English frequently.
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